INTRODUCTION
The life cycle of Nemastoma lugubre (Müller) and Mitostoma chrysomelas (Hermann) in the Netherlands is not very well known. Some aspects of the ecology of both species can now be described in some detail on the basis of the collection of a large number of specimens of both species. The animals were caught during a field study near the old sea-dike of the Lauwerszee North of Zoutkamp (Prov. of Groningen) (see map, Fig. 1 The water level of the ditch was found to be rather variable. During autumn and winter, especially before the closure of the dike of the Lauwerszee, the area was frequently submerged for rather long periods of time. For that reason the data collected in 1968 are fragmentary and only used as far as Mitostoma chrysomelas is concerned. The pitfall traps in this study consist of funnels (diameter 15 cm) fitted with a plastic container with some formalin (4%) as a preserva-
